17th October 2004

United Nations International Day 

for the Eradication of Poverty
The 17th October is…
“A day when people living in poverty are given centre stage.”
“What we’re saying on the 17th October is that the fight against poverty 

is a fight for human rights. People who struggle against poverty are 

the first defenders of human rights.”
“It’s a day when you know you are not on your own, when you see people

there standing alongside you, standing together worldwide.”
“As I see it, it’s not a one-day thing. It is a symbol, and a reminder of what we want to achieve throughout the year.”
The United Nations World Poverty Day is marked around the world. For the past four years, commemorations have taken place in Dublin at the Famine Memorial on Custom House Quay, and in a number of towns around the country. This year, initiatives are also being planned or supported by the Community Platform, the European Anti-Poverty Network, the Children's Rights Alliance and the Combat Poverty Agency as well as by local communities and groups around the country.
All initiatives to mark this UN Day on or around the 17th are welcome 

· community centres or family resource centres

· schools

· workplaces

· churches

17th October resource packs (see below) have been prepared to encourage people and groups through out the country to mark the day in their chose way, with or in solidarity with the people in Ireland and in the world who live in poverty.

If you are in Dublin come to the commemoration at the Famine Memorial on Custom House Quay on Sunday 17th October. This will start at 2.30pm.

For more details, contact the 17th October committee on 01 8558191
17th October information packs

Two information packs about the 17th October are available. One is for community groups, local authorities, voluntary organisations, churches etc., the other for primary schools with class material and children's projects. To order copies, contact the 17th October committee on 01 8558191 or 17october@eircom.net or download the packs from www.oct17.org
Information about the UN Day is also available on the following websites: 

www.oct17.org 

www.un.org/esa/socdev/poverty_link3.htm www.unesco.org/genmeral/eng/infoserv/db/days.html

www.hrea.org/feature-events/poverty-day.html

The origin of this United Nations day
The United Nations International Day for the Eradication of Poverty highlights the fact that people who experience poverty and social exclusion are at the forefront of society’s efforts to defend the right of all its members to live in dignity and in peace. It is the people themselves, in their daily struggles to survive, to support one another and to be part of the community, whom we honour on the 17th October.

We also honour the collective struggles in which people experiencing poverty come together with their neighbours, friends and their community and with other people who are in solidarity and support with them, to try and change the situation.

The International Day for the Eradication of Poverty has its origins on the Plaza of Human Rights and Citizenship in Paris where the Universal Declaration of Human rights was signed in 1948 and where a commemorative stone was laid in 1987 bearing the message of Joseph Wresinski, founder of the International Movement ATD Fourth World:

“Wherever men and women are condemned 

to live in poverty,

human rights are violated.

It is our solemn duty to come together

to ensure that these rights are respected.”

Since being officially proclaimed International Day for the Eradication of Poverty by the United Nations in 1992, commemorations on the 17th October take place in Paris, at the UN Headquarters in New York, at the Council of Europe in Strasbourg, and elsewhere in Europe, Asia, Africa, Latin America and the Indian Ocean region. 

In May 2002, Pat Cox, President of the European Parliament, unveiled a 17th October commemorative stone at the new European Parliament building in Brussels.

