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Guardianship Rights for Unmarried Fathers – Statistics
In 2003 the Courts dealt with 1,276 applications by unmarried fathers for guardianship rights. Of these 960 were granted, 39 were refused and 277 applications were struck out or withdrawn. In 2004 the figures were 1,237 applications, 337 withdrawals, 38 refusals and 862 fathers were granted guardianship rights. (Court Services Annual Report 2004)


The National Longitudinal Study of Children in Ireland
It was announced in September by the Minister for Social and Family Affairs Seamus Brennan and Minister of State for Children Brian Lenihan that a team led by the Economic and Social Research Institute and Trinity College Dublin has been selected to undertake this study. The study, which will get underway in November, is aimed at identifying the factors that affect the well being of Irish children. Some 18,000 children will be recruited to participate in the study, which will span an initial seven-year period.


Registration of Births in Hospitals
Up until recently it was necessary for an unmarried parent to register the birth of their child at their local registration office. The General Registrars Office intend to have a registrars office, which will be available to all parents, located in all maternity hospitals. A registrars office has been set up in the following hospitals:
Galway University College Hospital, 
St. Lukes Hospital, Kilkenny
St. Joseph’s Hospital, Clonmel, 
Co. Tipperary
Regional Maternity Hospital, Ennis Road, Limerick
St. Finbarrs Hospital, Cork
Erinville Hospital, Cork
Bon Secours Hospital, Cork
Kerry General Hospital, Tralee, Co. Kerry 
Registration is due to commence shortly in Waterford Regional and the Wexford General Hospitals.


Social Welfare Appeals Office
Research has just been completed by the Northside Community Law Centre (NCLC) into how fair the social welfare appeal system is and the effect of having representation when taking a social welfare appeal. The report makes 17 recommendations, the following are the five key priorities:
• A ‘step-by-step guide’ to taking an appeal should be produced and given to all unsuccessful social welfare applicants.
• All unsuccessful social welfare applicants should be given contact details of local and national citizens information centres.
• All unsuccessful applicants should be advised of their right to see their file and relevant information.
• The SWAO should publish records of all appeals, the outcome of appeals and the reasons for the decision.
• All appellants should be entitled to independent advice and information and guidelines should be developed to ensure they have access to representation when necessary. 
This research report will be launched on 7th November 2005 and will be available from Northside Community Law Centre at Tel: 01-8477804 or e-mail: info@nclc.ie


The Christmas Bonus Payment has been announced and will commence in early December. The bonus payment is equivalent to 100% of the normal weekly payment and this means a double payment of entitlements – the bonus and the normal weekly entitlement for all who qualify.


I’m Still Hungry – Seven Steps to Ending Child Poverty
Barnardos recently launched a seven step campaign which it says could lift thousands of children out of poverty. The full extent of child poverty means that in 2003 148,000 children under the age of 18 were living in consistent poverty, that is 14.6% of all children. Children raised in lone-parent households are at a high risk of experiencing poverty. In 1994, one in 20 households in consistent poverty was headed by a lone parent; by 2001 this had increased to one in five households.

The seven steps are:
• Raise incomes for families with children living in poverty
• Improve educational outcomes for all children
• Introduce comprehensive quality early childhood education and care
• Eradicate health inequalities so that every child has access to health care
• Improve housing standards for children at risk
• Make work pay enough so families escape poverty traps
• Ensure all policies relating to children impact positively and ‘join up’ 
For more information call Barnardos on Tel: 1850 222 300


MEDICAL CARD/GP CARD
Under new guidelines, when applicants for the full medical card or the new GP visit cards are being means-tested, it is their disposable (net) income which will be taken into account, that is their income after tax and PRSI. The disposable income allowable for a single parent to qualify is as follows:
With 1 child: €304.50 for the medical card and €380.50 for the GP Card
With 2 children: €342.50 for the medical card and €428.00 for the GP card
Reasonable expenses for childcare, mortgage or rent and travel to work will be allowed before an applicant’s net income is calculated. What is considered reasonable may differ from one HSE area to another, but it is likely that in most cases the full cost of housing and childcare will be taken into account. Where there is a dependant child over 16 and in full time-third level education which is not grant aided there is an additional allowance.

Those who qualify for the GP cards are entitled to free visits to their GP but will have to pay for any related prescription drugs and treatments. However, the Drugs Payment Scheme is available to all those who do not have a medical card. This scheme operates whereby a person who spends in excess of €85 in the month or in excess of €1020 in the year on drugs can claim back the excess. You can register for this scheme by completing the registration form, which is available from pharmacies

One application form is now used for both full medical and GP visit cards. The HSE will assess each application for a full card first before assessing for a GP visit card. Further information and on-line application form is available from the HSE website, www.hse.ie or Tel: 1800 242630.


Counselling for Children
A recent article in The Irish Examiner ‘Small people, big fears’ states that there is a growing acceptability by parents of psychotherapy/counselling for their children. Dr. Réamonn Ó Donnchadha, psychotherapist and author of The Confident Child states in this article that he prefers working with the whole family rather than with children in isolation and says that the most common issue he deals with is parental separation. “It’s very important for parents not to jump too quickly in deciding a child needs help,” he says. “But when a child’s behaviour or attitude is interfering with normal family life in a way that parents and the rest of the family find difficult to cope with, then you can say that it’s time to seek an outside opinion. There are about 10 professional bodies in Ireland regulating for different elements of the psychotherapy/counselling profession – including the Irish Association of Counselling and Psychotherapy Tel: 01-2300061 and the Irish Council of Psychotherapy Tel: 01-2722105. However, the article stresses that the first stop for a parent should always be their local GP who should have contacts for accredited psychotherapists or counsellors.


PRSI REFUNDS IN RESPECT OF MAINTENANCE CONTRIBUTIONS
An employee who makes a maintenance payment in respect of his/her child under a legally enforceable agreement may claim a refund of PRSI in respect of that payment. Applications for refunds should be accompanied by a balancing statement from the Revenue Commissioners 
and made to:
PRSI Refunds Section
Department of Social and Family 
Affairs
Oisin House
Pearse Street
Dublin 2 
Tel: (01) 673 2586
Fax: (01) 673 2460


Family Support Service
A new family support service has been set up in the Maternity Social Work Department in University College Hospital Galway. The Service aims to provide intensive one-to-one support for any woman/family experiencing a crisis pregnancy. All referrals are initially assessed by the maternity Social Worker. For further information contact Monica Meaney on Tel: 091 542822/544089, 
e-mail: socialwork.obsgynae@whb.ie.


Habitual Residence
One Parent Family Payment and Habitual Residence
Since 1 May 2004 you must be "habitually resident" in Ireland to qualify for One Parent Family Payment. 

One Parent Family Payment and EU Regulations
From 5 May 2005 EU citizens, EEA citizens and Swiss nationals, who are employed or self-employed in Ireland and paying into the Irish Social Insurance System do not have to meet the habitual residence criteria to qualify for One Parent Family payment.

If you are an EU/EEA citizen or Swiss national, you can also get One Parent Family Payment if you become unemployed and are getting Unemployment Benefit. You must meet all other qualifying criteria for One Parent Family Payment.



The Learning Junction
The Learning Junction was set up by Dr. David Keane and Carmel Keane three years ago to provide high-quality parenting programmes for working parents. The programmes can be tailor-made to meet your requirements and range from a 45-minute seminar which often takes place during lunch hours in the workplace or other location, to a full or half-day workshop. David says the Learning Junction will often liaise with employers that have good work-life balance programmes in place. So far the make-up of those attending courses has been predominantly male. They feel the explanation for this is that the responsiblility for parenting is more often shared with both parents working outside the home. Carmel says that because of these relatively new responsibilities, dads really want more information. For more information see www.thelearningjunction.com or Tel: 046 955 7699. 


PUBLICATIONS/WEBSITES

Caring for your Child: Six Months to Two Years Old
This second information pack in a set of three has recently been launched and will be posted out to all parents living in the South Eastern Area of the Health Service Executive. This publication which consists of a booklet and a CD aims to support parents and carers of young children and gives a broad easy to use information base on general child health topics and hopefully will help parents to deal with the everyday concerns of parenting. It also points parents in the direction of further national and local sources of information and support. The feedback from the first edition of this pack was very favourable and it is hoped that it will soon be available in other HSE areas. This pack should also be of interest to health professionals when working in partnership with parents. For further information contact Audrey Lambourn on Tel: 056 67784100 or 
086 2215826.


Trends in Welfare for Vulnerable Groups, Ireland 1994 –2001
This study provides a picture of how different groups, such as the elderly, children, the unemployed and lone parents have fared over the years. It warns that a ‘vulnerable class’ of about 400,000 people would be at high risk of falling into poverty if the economy faltered. The study shows that over the years lone parents experienced a sharp fall in their level of dependance on welfare. Where the lone parent was in work, levels of poverty risk and consistent poverty were low, but what was perhaps most striking were the high levels of consistent poverty, basic and secondary deprivation and difficulties making ends meet faced by lone parent households where that parent was not in work. The publication is available from The Economic and Social Research Institute, 4 Burlington Road, 
Dublin 4, www.esri.ie.

The National Adult Literacy Agency has produced a new book for parents who want to improve their family’s literacy. The book is filled with fun activities for babies, pre-schoolers and young schoolchildren. The activities range from ways to make homework fun, to learning out of doors, and all of them should help parents create a school-friendly home environment. For more information ring NALA at Tel: 01-8554332 or go to www.nala.ie.

The European Anti-Poverty Network (EAPN) Ireland has launched a new website at www.eapn.ie. It is designed to make it easy for people working against poverty in Ireland to get the information they need to influence EU and Irish policy.

Fundamental Rights
The EU Network of Independent Experts on Fundamental Rights has published its report on the situation of fundamental rights in the EU in 2004. The Fundamental Rights Agency is expected to come into operation in 2007. http://europa.eu.int/comm/justice_home/cfr_cdf/index_en.htm

Non-Profit Organisations
The Commission has published “Draft Recommendations to member States regarding a Code of Conduct for Non-profit organizations to promote Transparency and Accountability Best practices”, these can be viewed on:
http://www.europa.eu.int/comm/justice_home/news/consulting_public/news_consulting_public_en.htm#code_conduct_npo
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