Team Development & Maintenance for STTC’s

A series of 9 regional, one-day workshops are being run as part of an on-going, qualitative training programme for the staff of Senior Traveller Training Centres.  The training, provided by the National Coordination Unit, provides staff with the opportunity to focus on specific aspects of their work and encourages them in their continued provision of a quality service to trainees in the Centres. 

The quality of staff and their professional relationship underpins the success, creativity and flexibility of the programme in a centre.  This Training will focus on the management of roles and will increase the ability of the staff to handle difficult situations or uncomfortable issues as a team.   Issues that will be covered on the course will have been identified by staff members in previous training sessions and will be interactive in nature.  The Training will be facilitated by Anne Brennan-Laffan    

For dates of this training, see “For Your Diary” (page 4)

Publicity / Public Relations Strategy Training  for STTC’s and Youth Projects

The National Coordination Unit and NATC have come together to a training programme on the above as a result of the implementation of the  “Consultative Report designed to contribute to the future development of Senior Traveller Training Centres”  by Gerry Griffin, National Coordinator. This course will also assist Centres to develop a PR Strategy Plan which is a requirement under the National Framework for STTC’s.   This programme has already been piloted in 2 areas and has received very positive feedback. It is now intended to extend the delivery of this programme to other areas.  The Midland regional training is currently underway with the following Centres/ Projects taking part:  Athlone, Mullingar, Portlaoise, Tullamore, Birr, Roscommon, Loughrea & Ballinalsoe.

Centres & Projects will be consulted in relation to suitable dates for training.
New Course: “Integrating Literacy”

The Literacy Development Centre in Waterford I.T. has designed a course on Integrating Literacy as part of our National Certificate in Literacy Development.  The module is for those responsible for Literacy Tuition in sites, and is suitable for anyone whose job in a training centre is to tutor in literacy.  This includes people who, with no literacy training, find themselves teaching literacy anyway, and people with initial literacy tutor training.

The course aims to assist tutors to

· Link their literacy sessions with what their learners are doing on daily basis in the training Centres.

· Work out an individual learning plan that integrates literacy and vocational learning objectives.

· Support other staff in making their subject more literacy-friendly

· Promote specific systems and procedures in their centre to support literacy development.

The course will run in Cork in March and in May 2004 for 3 days each.  Residential facilities provided

For dates of this training, see “For Your Diary” (page 4)

To register or find out more information, contact Monica Heynen, Literacy Development Centre, Adult Educ. Dept., WIT, Cork Road, Waterford. Tel:  051 302689 or email MHEYNEN@wit.ie
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Message from the Editor:   Sinead Maguire

As some of you may know, the Voice of the Traveller magazine has a new staff. Julieanne Doorley and I started in August and our first issue was at Christmas.

We have spent the last couple of months talking to staff and trainees in Training Centres and on Youth Projects finding out what our readers would like to see more and less of in the magazine. 

As a result, we are keen to continue with the usual news from centres and projects around the country, but we will now be including more features and interviews and also highlighting Traveller related political news from at home and abroad. 

As the magazine widens its content brief, we would also like to widen our readership. The Voice of the Traveller is an invaluable tool is promoting and highlighting Traveller issues, both to the Travelling and Settled communities. We intend to substantially increase our readership over the next year in order to inform more people of what is going on in the Travelling community. If you know of an organisation that would be interested in subscribing, let us know and we’ll gladly send them an information pack.

The standard of content in the magazine relies largely on the contributions we receive from our readers. I cannot emphasize how happy we are to receive your letters, articles and photos so please keep them coming!

Sinead Maguire                       Julieanne Doorley

  Editor                                        History & Cultural Content

Regional Information Seminars on proposed reform of Charity Legislation

Shortly before Christmas, the Department of Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs published the long awaited Consultation Paper on "Establishing a Modern Statutory Framework for Charities". A copy of the document can be downloaded from the Department's website www.pobail.ie. 

A series of regional information seminars on the Consultation Paper will be held during February/March 2004. Under the auspices of the Implementation and Advisory Group of the White Paper on Supporting Voluntary Activity and co-ordinated by The Wheel and The Irish Charities Tax Research Ltd.  

If you are interested in receiving more information about these seminars, please email info@wheel.ie and paste 'Please send me information on the Consultation Paper seminars' into the subject box. More details will be available on The www.wheel.ie 

For dates of the informational seminars, see “For Your Diary” (page 4)

YARD: Youth Action Against Racial Discrimination

Are organizing a competition to mark International Day Against Discrimination on March 21st.   Groups/Individuals are invited to design an Intercultural Action plan for your Project/Centre.  For details, check www.youth.ie/programmes/ard.html
Joan Conway, who has joined NATC Staff

Seminars – Towards Interculturalism

Information seminars will take place countrywide to provide  and share information about community development approaches to interculturalsim and work with minority ethnic groups.  See for your diary for dates.

